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FPC Orientation Class  

March 14, 21, 28 

  

Formerly the new 

membersô class, this is 

being offered for those 

who are ready to become 

an official ñmemberò of 

First Presbyterian Church.   

For those who are 

interested in joining, or 

just want to learn more 

about FPC, we will 

conduct a three-week 

orientation to the ministry 

of the church in room 

201B.  Week 1 will be an 

introduction to others in 

the class and to the 

organization of the church.  

Week 2 will include a tour 

of the building, and Week 

3 will provide a vision of 

the future of the church 

and then move to meeting 

with the Session for 

membership; to be 

concluded by joining 

during the 10:30 worship 

service on March 28.  All 

classes will be held during 

the 

church 

school 

hour on 

Sunday 

mornings 

at 9:15 

a.m. 

 

Daylight 
Savings Time 

Begins  
Sunday, March 

14. 
 

Spring Ahead  
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  On Sunday, February 

28th Willard Hall was filled 

with food and fellowship at 

our Annual Meeting.  A 

heartfelt thanks to all who 

were there, to Ruth Wood for 

organizing the lunch, to those 

who contributed articles to the 

Annual Report and especially 

to Joyce Rorie who put the 

report together.  Call the 

church office for a report if 

you do not have one yet. 

Itôs well done and provides 

a great deal of information 

about our very busy 150th 

anniversary year.  The report 

was quickly accepted at the 

meeting before we turned to 

the Order of the Day: the 

presentation of the Mission 

Vision Planning Teamôs 

report. 

These people have been at 

work for a year discerning 

who we are and what we do as 

Godôs people at First 

Presbyterian Church.  Their 

work has resulted in some 

very fundamental impressions 

and concrete decisions about 

how to proceed from here. 

One question drove the 

discussion:  ñWhat does First 

Presbyterian do better than 

10,000 other churches?ò  To 

rephrase it, ñWhat is unique 

about this congregation and 

our mission because of what 

we believe, who is here, and 

where we are?ò 

Picture an airport with the 

terminal and its concourses 

and gates from which planes 

arrive and depart to many 

destinations.  It is a good 

analogy for the Missional 

Church.  Imagine our building 

as the terminal to see what 

needs to happen here. 

When people come here 

they will see that at the heart 

of everything is the fact that 

we are Christians who happen 

to be Presbyterian, so Worship 

will remain at the center of 

what we do.  It also means 

that we have a command to 

make disciples, to Equip the 

Saints for the work of ministry.  

Those are the most important 

things that can happen in this 

building. 

Our programs and 

activities will serve as the 

concourses and gates 

welcoming people into the life 

of this church while 

simultaneously preparing our 

members to embark on their 

missions to places near and 

far. 

One of those concourses is 

the old, familiar territory of 

our Local Mission 

Partnerships with agencies 

like Doorstep, VIDA, Letôs 

Help and others.  Because they 

do these things well, we wonôt 

try to duplicate their services 

here, but will remain involved 

with the many caring agencies 

already serving Topeka.  

Another concourse will be our 

Fellowship activities that 

provide a way for us to build 

our relationships around 

shared interests. 

The teamôs discernment 

process led to the realization 

that God has brought to this 

congregation an abundance of 

people who are passionate 

about the Arts.  We are just 

beginning to take the steps to 

grow this area so that it 

becomes one of our primary 

concourses of mission.  Many 

people arrive at this church 

because of the arts.  It is time 

to develop this into an avenue 

for mission to the people in 

Topeka as well. 

The final concourse (this 

makes four) directs our vision 

toward our ministry to the 

Downtown community.  We 

will remain a ñmetro churchò 

which gathers people from the 

whole area, but we also have 

an important mission to this 

part of the city.  There are 

exciting challenges before this 

city right now, and we could 

be a helpful participant in 

these solutions. 

In the end, the 

recommendations of the 

Session were approved to 

accept the report in principle, 

and to go ahead and move on 

some actions that will help us  
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