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Church School KickoffChurch School Kickoff  

Sunday, September 12 

9:00 a.m. Kick-Off Reception in Disciples Hall 

9:15 a.m. in the Chapel - Church School for all ages. 

 

Starting Sunday, September 12Starting Sunday, September 12  
 

 

 8:15 a.m. 

Worship in Chapel 

 

9:15 a.m. 

Church School for all ages 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship in Sanctuary 

 

11:30 a.m. 

Fellowship in Disciples Hall 
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I fell in love this summer. Again. Not that I ever fell out of love 

exactly, but the weekly routine had caused the relationship to drag and 

the excitement to wane. But this summer I fell in love again. With the 

Church. With that unique conglomeration of disparate people God has 

gathered together to be his recreated witnesses of hope and love to the 

world. With you all, that is: First Presbyterian Church of Topeka, KS. 

I feel Paulôs sentiment for the Philippians' church: ñI thank God 

for youé because of your partnership in the gospeléIt is right for me 

to feel this way about you, because I hold you in my heart, for you are 

partakers with me of graceé I yearn for you all with the affection of 

Christ Jesus.ò  

The writers of the New Testament employ a surplus of 

metaphors to describe our church: the bride of Christ, a body with 

many members, the adopted family of God, the temple of the Holy 

Spirit, the advance colony of a coming Kingdom, new creatures of a 

new creation, and more. Each one is necessary, because too much is 

happening in and through the Church, and in and through this church ï 

our church ï for one image to suffice. Much has been happening and 

will happen soon that I hope will cause you, too, to fall in love with 

your church and to get in on what God is doing at this time in this 

place.  

On the streets of Dallas this summer, 16 youth and adults 

devoted time to care for peopleôs physical and emotional needs. We 

served, we prayed, and we struggled with Godôs call to care for the 

vulnerable. In the hills of Montreat, North Carolina, 15 youth and 

adults devoted time to care for their own spiritual formation. We 

opened ourselves to God and to each other. We shared our hopes, our 

pain, and our joy. And again, we prayed, played, and worshipped. 

After much prayer and preparation, Brad, George, and others 

will soon begin leading us on a 35-week journey through the Great 

Story of Scripture ï the Story that is our story. Soon, a handful of us 

will begin the new 2-year Sabbatical Program to help us become more 

wise and faithful disciples. Soon, ñArts at Firstò will expand its 

ministry to our congregation and the community. Soon, we will hire an 

associate pastor to help us fulfill the mission to which Christ has called 

us. Soonéwell, you get the picture.  

But two final thoughts. First, I didnôt fall in love with the 

church this summer because of its activism or its programs. I fell in 

love with the people I worked alongside, my sisters and brothers in the 

family of Christ that I saw serve, worship, pray, give, lead, and love. 

Second, unless all this activity is led and blessed by the Spirit, we wonôt  

accomplish much except wearing ourselves out and satisfying our egos. 

Therefore, I invite you to pray for the persons in the pew next to you 

and for our pastors, teachers, and servant leaders. And I invite you to 

fall in love again with the church and to find your place in this Spirit-

bred family of God. 
~Brian Williams 

  

A training for teachers, teaching 

assistants and youth advisors 

will be held Sunday, August 29 

after worship in Willard Hall. 

Lunch will be provided. Please 

contact Lee if child care is 

needed.   

A big thank you 

to all who made 

Christmas in July 

such a success this year.   Many 

nice gifts were received; a doll, 

sheets, towels, appliances, and 

sleeping bags.   I so appreciate 

your generous support for this 

project. 

 

September is First Presbyterian 

Churchôs responsibility to donate 

food items for the pantry.   Most 

needed staples are listed on the 

bulletin board.   A tri-fold in the 

Disciples Hall shows what we do.   

If you are interested in working 

on Thursdays to sort clothes and 

assist clients, please call Melba 

Banion,  273-6713. 

Volunteers 
needed  

For  
Vida 

 
For more information contact 

Dottie Anderson 228-9116 
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Kick -Off Sunday 
September 12    

 

�*�R�G�¶�V���'�L�Y�L�Q�H���'�U�D�P�D���L�V���D 35 week church-wide survey on 

Sunday mornings of our Old and New Testament Stories 
 

Act One     ñIn the Beginningé..ò 
September 12 - Introduction  

September 19 - Creation 

September 26 - Temptation and Judgment 

Learning the Story we live, 
      Living the Story we learn 

Godôs Divine Drama 
Kick-Off 

Reception in  

Disciples Hall 

at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Assemble in  

the Chapel  

at 9:15 a.m. 


